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€1bn
health
cuts to
hit key

services
B A&E closures; 75,000 medical
card cull; longer nursing home wait

was published yesterday and
details exactly how taxpay-
ers’ money will be slpu:nl:

by Fiachra 0 Cionnaith,
Evalyn Ring, and

Shaun c’““m“!' next year, the system faces
Longer  numing  home  just over €1bn m cuts over
waiting  lists, CIU!JF[-';t.‘ﬂCf’ the coming 12 months,
department closures, a cull The figure includes a

of 75,000 medical cards, and
cancer screening  cancella-
fiens all form part of a
savage €1bn health service
cutback next vear.

Doctors and THITSES
warned that the “austernity
charter”  would “compro-
mise safery”, while opposi-
tion  poliucians  claimed
some  cus have  lietle
evidence to back them up.

According to the HSE%
214 Service Plan, which

€619m reduction in 2014
— down from a previously
maoted €6606m level —and
a €419m carry-over from
this year caused by hospital
overruns  and delayed
Haddington Foad savings.

Among the areas to be hit
the hardest will be the nurs-
mg home sector, with the
lr;‘EE admiting waiting lists
will increase mext year due
to funding issues.

Officials said 700

fewer

beds will be available under
the Fair Deal scherme next
year compared to the 2113
target with Age Action
Ireland claiming there is he-
tle provision for what will
happen o these people —
w]:i}lu the Fair Deal rel
iself will be cur by €35m.

Up o 75000 existing
medical cards will also be
culled, despite the projected
€113m cut to hit the sector
falling to €23m.

While 6L new cards
will come on stream, those
ser o lose our  include
25,000 people due to lose
the help as part of the HSE'
deeply unpopular “probicy”
drive, 30,000 over the age of
Ty, oand a further 20,0040
who have emigrated, died
or no Jonger qualify

For the first ume, the
report does not contain any
details on projected discre-
tionary medical cand levels.

The drop in the medical
card cut Fmru €113m to
€23m is partly based on a
E6ilhm-plus transfer from the
HSE%s  planned  pension
lump sum payments next
vear — potentially causing a
tresh  problem  over a
Jo-person targeted vol-
untary redundancy package
for 2014,

Some emergency depart-
ments are also Iike]{y e close
next year as part of 3 €7.5m

hospatal reconfiguration plan
which  will mean  some
services will be needlesly
duplicaning  those  nearby,
while the mllout of the
BreastCheck programume to
alder women has also been
put on hold.

While positive steps such
as €3.2m in funding for bi
lateral cochlear ear implants,
€57m for free GP care for
under-sixes, and €1.48m for
maternity services are alse in
place, further cuts have been
cuthned.

They include HSE projec
tions that outpatient and
mpatient  levels will fall,
despite the fact demand for
services is increasing every
year — an issue whic!f] could
increase waiting list delays.

Irish Medical Organisa-
tior  president  Dr Mane
Sadlier saxd the report 15 an
“austerity charter”. He was
backed by Irish Hospatal
Consultants Aszociation
president, Dr Denis
McEvoy, who said the tar
geted inpatient and outpa-

tient drop  “compromises
safery .
The Irish MNurses and

Midwives Organisation was
equally blune, warning the
E an “confirms eeply
awed policy towards the
public health service™.



